1.2 &3 JOHN 
GOD is LiGH! LOVE & LIFE 


AUTHORSHIP 

* John is likely to have been “the beloved disciple” who reclined next to Jesus at the Last 
Supper (John 13:23; 

* He stood at the foot of the cross when Jesus was crucified; Jesus entrusted his mother 
Mary to John’s care (John 19:26-27). 

* Along with Peter he witnessed the empty tomb on the first Easter morning (John 20:2-10). 

* He also saw, spoke with, and ate breakfast at a lakeside fire kindled by the resurrected 
Jesus (John 21:7, 20). 

* He was therefore highly qualified to write of what he and others had heard, seen, gazed 
upon, and touched (1 John 1:1). 


* 1 John-CHAPTERS:5 | VERSES: 105 
* 2 John- CHAPTERS: 1 | VERSES: 13 
* 3John- CHAPTERS: 1 | VERSES: 14 
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4 JOHN - THE NATURE OF GOD 
= In his epistle John frequently states why he was writing: 


¢ "these things we write to you that your joy may be full" - 1Jo 1:4. 
"these things | write to you, that you may not sin" - 1Jo 2:1 


"these things | have written to you concerning those who try to deceive you" - 1Jo 2:26) 
"these things | have written to you...that you may know that you have eternal life" - 1Jo 5:13 


"these things | have written to you...that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of 
God" - 1Jo 5:13 


¢ The 1st Epistle of John portrays God as: 
1. LIGHT (1Jo 1:5-7) 
2. LOVE (1Jo 3:11-5:12) 
3. LIFE 


The Gospel of John was designed to produce faith so that we might have life (Jhn 20:30-31). 
However, it is The First Epistle of John which describes the nature of that life in greater detail 
(e.g., 1Jo 3:14). 
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2 JOHN - WARNING AGAINST FALSE TEACHERS 


* The Book of 2 John is addressed to "the chosen lady and her children." 

* This could either have been a lady of important standing in the church or a code which refers 
to the local church and its congregation. 

* In those days when Christians were being persecuted such coded salutations were often used. 


* 1 John focuses on our fellowship with God, 2 John focuses on protecting our fellowship from 
those who teach falsehood. 

* Inthe 1st century A.D., the early church enjoyed remarkable growth and spread throughout 
the world at that time (Act 8:5: Rom 10:14-18; Col 1:5-6,23) 

* One of the key factors was the hospitality of the early Christians... 


* Paul was able to travel and depend upon Christians opening their homes to him - cf. Phm 1:22 
* He encouraged Christians to support those who were teachers of good things - Gal 6:6 
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2 JOHN - WARNING AGAINST FALSE TEACHERS 


* John commended and encouraged those who provided lodging and support for 
traveling missionaries - 3Jo 1:5-8 

* Showing such hospitality was not without its potential for supporting the spread of 
false teachers and their doctrines. 

* It would be easy for teachers of error to take advantage of the Christian's natural 
propensity to be hospitable to strangers. 

* Thus it was necessary to counsel Christians to use proper discernment in sending 
traveling teachers on their way. 

* The apostle went so far as to warn his readers against inviting false teachers into the 
house or even offering them a greeting (2 John 1:10). 

* Such practices align the believer with the evildoer, and John was keen on keeping the 
believers pure from the stain of falsehood and heresy. 
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3 JOHN - WARNING AGAINST FALSE TEACHERS 


* The theme of 3 John is faithfulness despite opposition. 
* The man who received the letter, Gaius, faces a troublemaker named Diotrephes. 
* The purpose of the epistle is threefold, related to the three men mentioned by name: 
¢ To confirm that Gaius did right in supporting those teachers who came his way, 
encouraging him to continue this hospitality - 3Jo 1:5-8 
¢ To express his condemnation of Diotrephes for rejecting John and others whom he 
should had received - 3Jo 1:9-10 
¢ To encourage Gaius to imitate what is good, commending Demetrius as a good 
example - 3Jo 1:11-12 
The theme: 
3 John. verse 11: 


“Do not imitate what is evil, but what is good” 
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OVERVIEW: 1 JOHN 


Prologue: The Word of Life (1Jo 1:1-4) 


1. God Is Light (1Jo 1:5-3:10) 


Walk in the Light (1Jo 1:5-2:2) 

Obey the command to love (1Jo 2:3-11) 
Know your spiritual status (1Jo 2:12-14) 
Be warned of enemies of the faith (1Jo 


2:15-27) 


Live like children of God (1Jo 


2:28-3:10) 


2. God Is Love (1Jo 3:11-5:12) 


Love one another: part one (1Jo 
3:11-24) 
Test the spirits (1Jo 4:1-6) 


Love one another: partt two uke 4:7- 21) 
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. Love others because God loves you 
(1Jo 4:7-10) 

. Love others because God lives in you 
(1Jo 4:11-21) 

Obey God and experience the victory of 

faith (1Jo 5:1-5) 

Believe in the Son and enjoy eternal life 

(1Jo 5:6-12) 


Conclusion: Confidence and Characteristics 
of the Child of God (1Jo 5:13-21) 


Know you have eternal life (1Jo 5:13) 
Be confident in prayer (1Jo 5:14-17) 
Do not continue in sin (1Jo 5:18-20) 


Keep poses from idols (4 Jo 5:21) 
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2 JOHN - OVERVIEW 
_ * Greeting: The Elder's Love (2Jo 1:1-3) 
_ * The Elder's Joy And Request (2Jo 
1:4-6) 


* The Elder’s Concern (2Jo 1:7-8) 

* The Elder’s Warning (2Jo 1:9-11) 

* Closing: The Elder’s Farewell (2Jo 
1:12-13) 


OVERVIEW: 2 & 3 JOHN 


3 JOHN 

* Greetings, with an expression of great 
joy (3Jo 1:1-4) 

* The confirmation of Gaius (3Jo 1:5-8) 

* The condemnation of Diotrephes (3Jo 
1:9-10) 

* The commendation of Demetrius (3Jo 
1:11-12) 

* Concluding remarks (3Jo 1:13-14) 
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